Fibrinolytic parameters and lipoprotein (a) levels in plasma of patients with coronary artery disease.
Fibrinolysis and lipid disturbances have been considered as independent risk factors for coronary artery disease. Besides this, lipoprotein(a), which is characterized by its homology with plasminogen may interfere with the fibrinolytic function. To evaluate the eventual correlation between fibrinolytic parameters, lipoprotein (a) and other risk factors, 46 patients with coronary artery disease (34 with chronic angina pectoris and 12 with myocardial infarction) were studied. Increased basal values of t-PA antigen (8.2 and 6.6 vs. 4.2 ng/ml) but decreased response after stimulus (2.2 and 1.8 vs. 3.8 ng/ml) and increased levels of lipoprotein(a) (24.7 and 35.9 vs. 10.5 mg/dl) were the most relevant differences between coronary artery disease patients and controls. No correlation between lipoprotein(a) and fibrinolytic parameters was found. Therefore plasma concentration of the main plasma fibrinolytic parameters and lipoprotein(a) seem to be unrelated though the relevance of this interaction at a local level needs to be studied.